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regarding it, its possession must rest with or rest in the Committee
without any further proof being necessary regarding any other
matter.1

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat:   G.N.   3769

138.   INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS*
POONA,
[March 9, 1924\
I had long and cordial conversations with the Akali friends,
In the course of the conversations, I tendered to them my opinion
on the several matters under discussion. The public will not expect
me to divulge the matters discussed between us or the opinion given
by me, but I am free to state this, that the Akali friends told me
that my letter was not received by the Shiromani Gurdwara Pra-
bandhak Committee with apathy, and they satisfied me that, under
the circumstances, it gave it all the consideration. Unfortunately,
my letter was seen by them in the Press so late that they were
unable to do more than they did in the matter.3 My friends
informed me to my surprise that there was a general misapprehen-
sion in the Punjab that, after the Nankana tragedy I had expressed
an opinion that the Gurdwara movement should have been post-
poned till after the attainment of swarajya and that my recent letter
was intended to renew that opinion. I never once expressed the
opinion attributed to me, as can be amply verified from my writ-
ings and speeches of the time. My recent letter4 was merely an
advice to suspend and not necessarily to stop altogether the send-
ing of the then impending Shahidi Jatha till after deliberation
with a Committee of non-Sikh friends, and full introspection and
searching of the heart.
From photostats: G.N. 3768 and 3769; also The Bombay Chronic^ 11-3-1924
1 In the source here follows a paragraph which forms part of G.N. 3768;
vide the following item.
2Gandhiji made this statement to the representative of the Associated
Press who called on him to ascertain the result of the week-long discussions
between him and the Akali deputation led by Sardar Mangal Singh in regard
to Akaii activities.
3 The text that follows is also available from a handwritten, signed draft,
dated March 9. G.N. 3768
< Vide "Open Letter to Akalis", 25-2-1924.